Family Connections, Inc.
www.familyconnectionscc.org

2508 South 8'" Street
Sheboygan, WI 53081

920-457-1999

OR

1-800-322-2046

Family Connections is proud to be a participating
United Way affiliated agency.

Please support your local United Way!
Without the support of United Way, Family
Connections would not have the impact we do in our
communities.

A special thanks to all of our volunteers for your
past & continuous support!
We couldn’t do it without vou!

2009 Family Connections Board of Directors

David Shoemaker, President
Jan Voigt, Vice President
Karla Zahn, Secretary

Linda Evraets, Treasurer
Kate Miller

Jan Adelman

Nancy Bales

Leslie Edwards

Dianne Gatzke

2009 Family Connections Staff

Kate S. Hildebrandt, Executive Director
Donna Reseburg, Data Specialist
Rebecca Wampler, Resource Specialist
Sarah Melin, REACH Program Coordinator
Rachel Karras, Referral Coordinator
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Family Connections, Inc.

Child Care Resource & Referral Agency

“Children are the world’s most valuable resource & its best hope for the future.”
-John F. Kennedy



Family Connections, Inc.
strives to increase the
availability & accessibility of
child care programs,
promote recognition of child care
issues and encourage the
development of quality child care
services.

In 2009 Family Connections
worked with regulated child care
providers in our Child Care
Resource program. Trainings,
technical assistance, support, &
recruitment for current &
potential child care providers are
all components of the program.

We also assisted families in need
of child care with our Child Care
Referral program through
education and referrals to
regulated child care providers
that work with the needs of the
family.




Family Connections offers assistance to enhance the quality of child care in many ways:
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & TRAININGS FOR CHILD CARE PROVIDERS
During 2009, 33 trainings were offered on a variety of early education and care topics.

488 child care providers attending these various trainings received continuing education hours.

In the fall of 2004, Family Connections began offering non-credit entry level child care courses for people interested
in becoming child care providers. Last year in 2009, 90 individuals enrolled in courses.

General technical assistance was provided 318 times to prospective child care providers and 86 intense
child care start up consultations were provided for prospective providers as well. Existing child care
providers were provided technical assistance 10,543 times with regards to a variety of child care issues.

Fundraising & Community
Outreach Efforts

Pictured to the left is a display of paper links
at the Manitowoc Public Library. The links
were created by children in Manitowoc
County regulated child care programs. Each
link represented a child in regulated child
care. The display was in conjunction with
our Child Care Links Fundraiser, held at the
Salvation Army in Manitowoc.

Pictured to the right are members of the

Board of Directors holding up a $10,000
Community Service Grant Award from

Northwestern Mutual Foundation, in honor of From Left to Right: Jan Voigtonoree)

Jan Vo ieditation, plhssion, and . .
volunteerism with Family Connections. The Nancy Bales, Dianne Gatzke, Jan Adelm:

A picture of the child care links displayed
at Manitowoc Public Library. funds were allocated to our Connections & Karla Zahn
program for 2009 & 2010.




Assistance in Paying for Child Care

Family Connections raises funds in Sheboygan County to assist families who may not qualify for Wisconsin Shares funding
(Child Care Subsidy) in paying for their child care through a small grant program called Connections. Two of our major funders
for the program in 2009 were First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, the City of Sheboygan through the Block
Grant Dollars.

During 2009, 100 children had a portion of their child care paid for through monthly payment assistance or through one time
registration/enrollment fee payment assistance.

Working with Child Care Providers
After the parent(s), child care providersoft en become one of the most i mportant influences

Many children spend the majority of their waking hours with their child care provider.
Studies have shown over 70% of children spend time in early education and care outside their homes.

Caregivers trained in early education are critical to building young minds. When children receive quality early childhood
education and care, everyone benefits: children, families, and communities. Investing in our young makes all the difference.
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Child Care Resource & Child Care Referral Programs

& Provided child care information & referrals to families searching for child care in Sheboygan, Manitowoc,
Kewaunee, and Door Counties. Beginning in 2010, this program will be administered by Child Care Resource &
Referral, Inc. in Menasha, WI. This change in service delivery is a result of a statewide reorganization of CCR&Rs.

3 Recruitment, training, and retention efforts for child care providers within these four counties

Help with Finding Child Care
Parents may contact Family Connections for information on child care issues or quality indicators. In 2009 Family
Connections also provided child care referrals to regulated providers to assist parents in their search for child care.

During 2009, Family Connections provided information regarding child care to 215 families.
Of the 215 contacts made with families, 540 free Child Care Referrals were conducted.

Written child referrals were provided for 796 children.
Almost half of the families we serve had income levels of $24,000 or less, annually.

Resource Lending Library
Family Connections is proud to offer a resource
lending library which includes literature and
thematic unit tubs available for early childhood
professionals to check out. Lesson plans &
information on implementing the domains of the
Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards are
found in most thematic unit tubs.

Pictured to the left is the Leaps & Bounds
Thematic Unit Tub that promotes activity in
regulated child care programs.




REACH Helpline

REACHwasSheboygan
care management, as needed, for all ages. REACH was dissolved at the end of 2009 after careful
deliberation. Reasons for its closure were duplication of service after the implementation of 2-1-1 and
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ending, the program helped hundreds of Sheboygan County residents get connected with the resources
they were in need of.

Badger Care
Plus Core Plan

REACH was
allocated $6,000
from Sheboygan &
Plymouth Area
United Way to pay
the $60 application
fee for new
childless adult
health insurance in
WI.

62 clients were
helped by these
funds before the
Core Plan
enrollment began a
wait list.
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REACH received
over 465 calls.
Of those calls,
76 needed
direct care
management
support.

40,181 visits
were made to
REACH' s we |
for information
in Sheboygan
Co.
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Family Connections is proud to be a
member of Supporting Families
Together Association, funded in
part through the Wisconsin
Department of Children &
Families.

Supporting Families Together
Association is made up of Child Care
Resource & Referral Agencies, Family
Resource Centers, & the Wisconsin
Child Care Improvement Project.

Please visit
www.supportingfamiliestogether.org
for more information and to read
about the changes made in 2009.

A special thanks to the following
supporters:

Sheboygan & Plymouth Area
United Way

United Way of Manitowoc County
United Way of Sheboygan Falls
The Greater Random Lake/Adell
United Fund
Cedar Grove Area Untied Fund
Hugh & Ruth Ross Charitable Fund

First Congregational Church, UCC
in Sheboygan, WI

Northwestern Mutual Foundation

Supporting Families Together
Association

All our wonderful volunteers!



http://www.supportingfamiliestogether.org/

